
The Red Cedar State Trail, Downsville to the trail's end 

 
 

 

A picture that was taken at the beginning of the trail in Downsville 

Many people know of the Red Cedar bike trail as just a source of biking, but that is 
not so. This very important part of Dunn county history is also used for hiking, 
cross-country skiing, jogging, and a wildlife preservation area. Although the trail is 
used for things other than biking, there are some regulations. The trail does not 
permit motorized vehicles such as snowmobiles, four-wheelers, dirt bikes, or cars 
and trucks. The trail also has regulations against horseback riding. The picture 
below shows just one the few regulation signs on the trail. 

 
 

 



Other than being a guide for the trail, the Red Cedar River is also used for 
canoeing, tubing, and kayaking. Many common visitors say that the stretch of 
river from Highway 64 to Colfax is the prettiest area of the river. 

The Red Cedar State Trail has its origin at the site of the rail freight depot in 
Menomonie. During the "Lumber Era" in the 1800's, the Red Cedar Junction Line 
was established. This line serviced the Knapp and Stout Company, which was the 
largest lumber producing company at that time. When this junction line was 
abandoned, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources took it over, which 
currently maintains the trail. 

 
 

On The Trail, The Downsville Cut-Stone Quarry 

Other than formerly being used for lumber, the area around the Red Cedar Trail 
was used for sandstone. During the 1800's, this type of sandstone was widely 
sought because of its light color, its ease of cutting, and its ability to hold a good 
wedge when carved. The Downsville Cut-Stone Quarry can be seen when you 
reach mile ten of the fourteen and a half mile long trail. 

 
 

 

This is a picture of the 
beginning of the small area 
where you make a turn on the 
trail to visit the old site of the 
Downsville Cut Stone Company. 

Once you enter the small area of the old stone cutting site, there are two main 
features of the area that are explained on posted signs. They are about the stone 



wall that you see and the piece of old machinery that was used during to help cut 
and move stone. 

 

This picture is of the old 
machinery used during 
the Downsville Cut Stone 
running time. 

Next, if you turn to your right, you will see an enormous sandstone wall. 

 

The Wall 

The sign that is to the left 
reads as follows: 

A quarry wall was 
stripped to a depth of 
about 20 feet to the 
lower layers of 
sandstone which held 
the best rock. When 
natural, vertical fractures 
were not present, light 
explosives, hand labor, 
and, later, air hammers 
were used to break the 
rock from the wall. To 
split the rock 
horizontally, iron wedges 
were driven deep into 
the rock between the 
layers of stone. When it 
was necessary to break a 



huge rock without 
explosives, the feather 
and plug method was 
used. Quarry workers 
drilled star-shaped holes 
into the rock along a 
marked line. Then they 
placed curved pieces of 
steel in the holes to 
cushion them from 
shocks and inserted 
tapered rods between 
them. Moving down the 
line with hammers, 
workers tapped the rods 
deeper in the holes until 
mounting pressure 
forced the rock to break 
along the line. 

As you travel towards the end of the trail, you will reach and area that is a wildlife 
conservation area. This area is a broad, flat area of the river bottoms and restored 
prairies, and it is ideal for relaxing and enjoying nature along the river. The 860 
foot railroads trestle offers breathtaking views of the river valley and is the 
connecting link to the new Chippewa River State Trail that opened in 1995.' 

 
 

When it was nice out, I took a ride on the trail and took some pictures of the 
beautiful scenery that surrounds the bike trail. Below are some of the better 
pictures I took with a brief explanation of them. 



 

In many areas of the bike 
trail, like this one, you 
will see the river passing 
by you. 

 

This is an area right next 
to one of the two picnic 
areas on the trail from 
Downsville to Dunnville. 



 

This is an area towards 
the start in Downsville. 
The sign on the right 
shows passengers the 
safe way to pass on the 
trail. 

It says: 

Slow down 

call out 

pass safely 

 
 

Safety and Permits on the Trail 

The Wisconsin Statutes require bicyclists and skiers that are 16 and up to 
purchase a trail pass (warning to those who don't, there are regular hired people 
who bike the trail and look for bikes without passes). Passes cost $3.00 daily or 
$10.00 for a season pass. If no attendant is available to give you a pass, you 
should use the self-registration boxes to sign yourself in. 

Although it is not required, it is recommended that all visitors wear helmets while 
biking on the trail. It should be remembered that the fine limestone surface does 
wear due to weathering and animal damage. Hope to see you on the trail one 
day, have fun! 

 
 
For additional information write or call the 
Menomonie Chamber of Commerce: 
1-800-283-1862 
P.O. Box 246, 533 N. Broadway, Menomonie, WI 54751-0246 
Or the Department of Natural Resources at ... 
(715) 232- 1242 



921 Brickyard Road, Menomonie, WI 54751 
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The New Durand Trailhead to the 

Red Cedar Trail and the Chippewa Trail 

  

 

The Durand Trailhead is located on the northern side of Durand off from WI-
85.  To get from Menomonie to Durand, take WI-25 south and go east on US-
10.   

 

The pool in Durand is good way to find 
the Durand Trailhead. 



Before reaching the pool, a sign to the 
softball field is shown.  To reach the 
trail, follow this road down to the 
softball field. 

 

 

Across the road from the softball field 
sign are the tennis courts.  

A view of the softball field before 
reaching the trail. 

 

Some Photos of the Scenery 

  



 

The first bend on the trail. 

Streams scattered all over make a nice 
view from the many bridges in the 
rural area. 

 

 

In the summer, this stream will be 
fruitful of plant and animal life. 



There are long stretches on the trail 
that look like they last. 

 

Some Friendly Visitors to the Trail 

 

Some friendly bikers can be found on 
the trail. 

... and their kids               

 



 

There are also other visitors rather 
than bikers.  Here are some deer 
tracks. 

Way out in the rural countryside, 
there are still some signs of life. 

 

Making a New Turn 

 

Finally, the trails meet and take us 
North to Menomonie or East to Eau 
Claire. 

 This one takes us to Menomonie, WI. 



  

This trail will take us to Eau Claire, WI. 

 

 

Reaching the trestle which crosses the 
Chippewa River. 

A sign to welcome people to the 
Chippewa River State Trail.  Trail 
passes are required. 

 

  



 

Looking off of the bridge... 

  

Much of the countryside can be seen 
from the trail... 

 

 

Yet another beautiful shot off of the 
bridge... 



A view of the beautiful new open 
trail... 

 

 

Wow, what a view... 

  

The Eau Claire Trail 

 



 

A look at the bridge... 

 


